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EDITOR'S LETTER

Dear Travelers,

Welcome to Travel Mirror magazine! Nestled in the Indian Ocean,
Sri Lanka captivates travelers with its breathtaking beauty and rich
cultural heritage. From sun-kissed beaches to lush highlands, our is-
land offers attractions for every adventurer. Whether exploring an-
cient cities, trekking through jungles, or relaxing on golden sands, Sri
Lanka promises extraordinary experiences.

Our country is a paradise for nature lovers, boasting an astonishing
biodiversity. Majestic elephants, elusive leopards, and vibrant birds
call Sri Lanka home. National parks and nature reserves provide
sanctuaries of untouched beauty, where wildlife thrives in harmony.
Sri Lanka's cultural tapestry is equally rich, with landmarks like the
sacred city of Kandy and the ancient rock fortress of Sigiriya telling
stories of our glorious past. Festivals, rituals, and traditions offer a
glimpse into the soul of this enchanting nation.

This Travel Mirror magazine aims to inspire locals and tourists alike
to discover the many facets of Sri Lanka. We issue this magazine to
celebrate our heritage, promote tourism, and provide insights into the
unique experiences awaiting visitors. Whether planning your next ad-
venture or dreaming of far-off places, let Sri Lanka's beauty, diversity,
and warm welcome captivate your heart.

We issue this magazine not only to guide tourists from around the
globe but also to remind local readers of the incredible beauty and
cultural richness that lies just beyond their doorsteps. By showcasing
the unparalleled biodiversity and captivating attractions of Sri Lanka,
we hope to foster a deeper appreciation and encourage sustainable
travel practices.

Wishing you happy travels and unforgettable experiences,

Editor-in-Chief
Travel Mirror magazine

CANTACT US:

. +94 70 4 554 664
(Quick replies for whatsapp messenge)

contact.travelmirror@gmail.com

+94 717 979 708
+94 770 435 882
(For Ads Prices and any feedback)

“Color fills the skies as Sri
Lanka'’s vibrant kite season
begins! Watch locals and visi-
tors send bright, dancing kites
soaring above beaches, fields,
and cityscapes. Join the joyful
celebrations, feel the tropical
breeze, and capture the magic
of a tradition that paints the
island’s skies in festive hues.”

:1,,.~'“-¢ti |i"E'

Vit

TRAVEL MIRROR | AUGUST 2025



N\ Nature Worlo

w. | fEoiralees

“rn

KEEP CALM

& : ~
SCUBADIVE! . =%

o

5r Lanka's most trusted dive partner

Nature Worio (Pvt) Ltd

ABOUT OUR WHY
COMPANY 2000+ Uus?

We mainly conduct discover Nature Worio (Pvt) Ltd is
scuba dming, fun diving, Part r',;_‘;jp,;jn te the most trusted and
wrack diving and PADI pionear dive planning
international certifications company in Sri Lanka

inerng BOBB vorevr
Emall = hello@natureworlo.com Hotline - +94 71 637 2188 .
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Royal Splendor

The Kandy Esala Perahera, also known
as the Festival of the Tooth, is a ten-day
procession held in July or August in
Kandy, Sri Lanka, honoring the Sacred
Tooth Relic of the Buddha enshrined at
the Sri Dalada Maligawa (Temple of the
Tooth) . Rooted in traditions dating back
to the 3rd century BCE with the Esala
Perahera and involving the Tooth Relic
since the 4th century CE, it stands as a
vivid tribute to Sri Lanka's religious and
historical legacy.

A Mesmeric Cultural Extrava-
ganza

It's not just a procession—it's a cultural
explosion. Elephants draped in ornate
garments, Kandyan dancers in dazzling
Ves costumes, whirlwinds of drummers,

WHY TOURISTS FLOCK TO THE
KANDY DALADA PERAHERA

A Living Heritage of Faith and

whip crackers, torchbearers, stilt-walk-
ers, and flag bearers form a cascading
sequence of artistry and devotion final
water-cutting ceremony (Diya Kepee-
ma) at the Mahaweli River encapsulates
the ritual’s spiritual closure.

A Celebration of Sri Lankan
Identity
This festival is a vibrant convergence of

Buddhist and Hindu influences, symbol-
izing unity through diversity.

Global Recognition & Spiritu-
al Pilgrimage

The Temple of the Tooth, a UNESCO
World Heritage Site since 1988, anchors
this festival in global cultural signifi-
cance. The Perahera itself is seen as a
timeless pilgrimage, an immersive expe-
rience of ancient rites and artistry.
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he Kandy Perahera,

one of Sri Lanka’s most

spectacular cultural and

religious festivals, traces

its roots to ancient Bud-
dhist traditions and royal patron-
age. The concept of the Perahera
pageant gained prominence during
Emperor Asoka's reign in India and
later flourished in Sri Lanka, blend-
ing Buddhist and Hindu customs.
Deeply linked to the veneration
of the Sacred Tooth Relic of Lord
Buddha, the procession follows
rituals detailed in the 14th-century
Dalada Siritha, written during King
Parakramabahu IV's reign. These
statutes prescribe elaborate cere-
monies — from decorating the city
and shrine to sacred offerings —
performed with devotion and gran-
deur. Today, the Kandy Perahera
continues to uphold these timeless
traditions, symbolizing the endur-
ing heritage and spiritual unity of
Sinhala culture.
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KUMBAL PERAHERA
(KUMBAL PROCESSION)

The first procession of the Sacred Tooth Relic
starts with the Kumbal Perahera. This is the
first Kumbal Perahera shown to the infants to
drive away Evil Spells and Ill will. It is a tradi-
tion that the procession parades the streets of
Kandy for five days. But the Kumbal Perahera is
popular and remains as an unfinished proces-
sion or a semi procession. The reason is that
Nilames do not walk in this procession. But the
Drummers and Tuskers take part without any
ceremonial costumes.

RANDOLI PERAHERA
(RANDOLI PROCESSION)

This could be seen only with the procession of
the Sacred Tooth Relic and parade the streets
for whole five days which is a tradition. In the
days of the Kings, the Chief Queens of the
Kings paraded in this procession in Palan-
quins. As the participation of the Queens was
not proper to the procession of the Sacred

Tooth Relic they were stopped but a palanquin
is taken in the procession as an honor to the
Queen. Today it is taken as the last item of the
procession. The four Devalas carry their own
decorated palanquins with religious articles of
the Devales. Although palanquins are carried
the honor they receive is no less.

MAHA RANDOLI PERAHERA (THE
GRAND RANDOLI PROCESSION)

The Maha Randoli Perahaera is the last Pro-
cession. It is the grandest event of the festival.
The Tuskers come with garlands and decorated
with gold stitched costumes. The drummers
come fully dressed with ceremonial costumes.
The Diyawadana Nilame adds a novel glamour
to the procession by wearing a newly stitched
costume.

THE MODERN PERAHERA

The Modern Perahera dates back to the reign
of the Kandyan King Kirthi Sri Rajasinghe (1747
- 1781 AD). During these times, the Tooth Relic
was considered the private property of the
King and the public never got a chance to wor-
ship it. However, King Rajasinghe decreed that
the Relic is taken in procession for the masses
to see and venerate. After the Kandyan King-
dom fell to the British in 1815, the custody of the
Relic was handed over to the Buddhist Cler-

gy. In the absence of the king, a lay custodian
called the "Diyawadana Nilame" was appointed
to handle routine administrative matters.

PROCESSION VALUE

The Kandy Esala Perahera begins with the
Kap Situveema or Kappa, in which a sanctified
young Jackfruit tree (Artocarpus integrifolia)

is cut and planted in the premises of each of
the four Devales dedicated to the four guard-
ian gods Natha, Vishnu, Katharagama and the
goddess Pattini. Traditionally it was meant to
shower blessing on the King and the people.
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JAFENA IS NOT JUST A PLACE YOU VISIT,
IT'S A FEELING YOU TAKE HOME.
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Rio Ice Cream - A Sweet
Tradition

Jaffna trip Db
Rio ice cream
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Shopping Experience oz &®
@O Be). el HDES MRG
6®8)6sT Dend.

JaffnaShopping-Colours
& Culture

Jaffna Town markets®@
Palmyra Baskets, Handloom
Sarongs, Spices, Local Jaffna
Sweets &80 ®B® 3@DS. Street
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Smells - eye-catching visuals
Des® Ty 609® Vibe .
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is not just a place you visit, it's a
feeling you take home.
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OUR
TEAM

EDITOR IN CHIEF
SAMPATH DILANKA

ADVERTISING
SANU NADEESHA

HEAD OF DESIGNER
STUDIOSCAPE DESIGN

WRITERS
BUDDIKA SENADEERA
MALINTHA VITHANAGE
SUPUN UDAYANGA

TRANSLATOR
NISHIKA RANDENIYA

WEB DESIGNER
YOBIVARSTUDIO

Do you have a passion for
exploring new destina-

tions and sharing your ad-
ventures through writing?

We want YOU to join our
magazine's team of travel
writers! Send us an email
with your CV to contact.
travelmirror@gmail.com
and become a part of our
journey. Let's create inspir-
ing travel stories together!
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The
Seven Virgin
Mountain Range, nestled
near Maskeliya in Sri Lanka's
central highlands, boasts breath-
taking peaks shrouded in mist. Rich
in biodiversity and legends, it offers
scenic hikes, panoramic views, and
a serene escape. Tourists visit for
nature, adventure, and the cap-
tivating folklore surrounding
these iconic mountains.
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Achiya's Diary
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SRILANKA
ULTRA-LUKURIOUS
HOTEL 1/ /-

TRAVEL MIRROR | AUGUST 2025




g b
wnE

U™ T

TRAVEL MIRROR | AUGUST 2025




Sri
Lanka's largest
investment and South

Asia’s first integrated resort

opened its doors, heralding a
bold new chapter in the nations’

economic journey. Positioned at the
crossroads of modern luxury and local

artistry, City of Dreams Sri Lanka
(COD SL), is a living showcase of

Sri Lankan ambition, creativi-

ty and global vision.
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s.elegance with the finest modern opu-
astern cultural heritage is celebrated
om, every moment becomes an
nrivaled bespoke service.

a-luxurious sui
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Dragon Suite

Discover an extraordinary level of sophistication in our Dragon Suite. From the moment you enter
this 279 sqm paradise, you are greeted by an atmosphere of grandeur and impeccable design.
The master bedroom, accompanied by two additional King Suites, promises a serene sanctuary,
while the elegant dining area, designed to host 12 guests, offers the perfect space for intimate
gatherings. The suite also boasts a fully equipped kitchen, private bar, and a lavish living room
ideal for entertaining.

Premium Suite

Executive Suite

At 116 sgm, our Premium Suites offer a sanctu-
ary of modern luxury, perfect for those who de-
sire both space and refinement. The living room,
framed by floor-to-ceiling windows, provides an
exquisite setting to enjoy breathtaking views,
while the dining area for six and a kitchenette
make it easy to entertain or unwind in style.

Step into a world of refined luxury in our spa-
cious Executive Suite, designed to offer the
perfect balance between comfort and sophis-
tication. This suite features a welcoming living
room and dining area for four, creating a ver-
satile space to entertain or unwind in style.
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Presidential Suite

Our Presidential Suite redefines opulence, featuring an extraor-
dinary blend of spacious design and exquisite details that cater
to every need. With a master bedroom and two additional King
Suite bedrooms, each room offers plush 600-thread-count lin-
ens and indulgent amenities, ensuring a restful and restorative

experience.

SPICES8

Enjoy a 24-hour dining des-
tination where gamers and
food enthusiasts alike can in-
dulge in a mix of local, Indian,
Chinese, and Western dishes.
Whether you're grabbing a
quick bite between rounds

or savoring a leisurely meal,
the dynamic ambiance and
thoughtfully crafted flavors
make every visit a delight.
Pair your meal with an ex-
tensive selection of drinks
and enjoy seamless, attentive
service that enhances every
gaming break.

Crystal Lounge

From Sri Lankan, Indian,
Asian, to Western cui-
sine—this upscale restau-
rant offers a spectrum of
international flavors that
will satiate your palate from
sunrise until sunset. Guests
will be treated to a gour-
met breakfast buffet and a
specially curated a la carte
menu from lunch onwards,
inclusive of non-alcoholic
and alcoholic beverage
options. It's Capacity 166
Seats.
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It was a proud moment
for all of us at City of
Dreams Sri Lanka to
have Bollywood su-
perstar Hrithik Roshan
stay at Nuwa Sri Lanka
during his visit for our
grand opening.

Nuwa's elegance and
world-class hospitali-
ty made it the perfect
sanctuary for such an
iconic guest. His pres-
ence added a sense of
excitement and prestige
to this milestone oc-
casion, a memory that
will be cherished by the
entire team.

A heartfelt thank you

to Hrithik Roshan for
choosing Nuwa as your
home in Sri Lanka. We
look forward to wel-
coming you back soon.

Photo credit: Sagara
Lakmal De Mel Photog-
raphy
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Address: NO164/A MEEGAHAGODA, Ahangama

ACCOrd|ng TO Trave”er | ¢ ik . . Price: From :f_151_ per night

THE BEST HOTELS IN
SRI LANKA FOR 2025

From heritage homes near National Parks to modern hotels in
Colombo, these are the best places to stay

ri Lanka has had a rough ride at topped off by a cup of famous Ceylon tea,

times - but this teardrop island has  seals the deal.

gone from strength to strength. It's

now back riding high as a sublime
sunny destination and where better to enjoy
it than at one of the best hotels in Sri Lanka?
The country is as dynamic as it is diverse
with alluring beaches, serene hill country
and ancient ruins. There are also splendid
national parks teeming with elephants,
leopards and umpteen birds. However, it's
not just about the places. There are the
people, too, who are super hospitable, kind
and friendly. The delicious spice-laden food,

When it comes to places to stay, there are
myriad options. There are many heritage
homes and hotels, often sporting a tropi-
cal modernist look spearheaded by star Sri
Lankan architect Geoffrey Bawa. But things
are changing and the past few years have
seen a handful of new hotels in Sri Lanka
crop up, pushing the boundaries of hospital-
ity and introducing another level of buzz to
the country. For more inspiration on where
to stay, visit our edit of the best villas in Sri
Lanka.
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Jetwing Mahesa Bhawan, Jaffna

Lunuganga

Address: 3rd Cross Street, Jaffn

Price: From £120 per night

Galle Face Hotel, Colombo

Address: 2 Galle Road, Colombo 3

Price: From £122 per night

Santani, Kandy

« Address: Arantenna Estate, Werapitiya

Price: From £328 per night or £493 per
night if you opt for a wellness package

Address: Lunuganga Geoffrey Bawa's
Country Estate, Dedduwa, Bentota 80500

« Price: From around £300 per room per
night

Kayaam House, Rekawa
B

Address: Rekawa, Wellodeya Rd, Sri Lanka
« Price: From £380 per night

Amangalla, Fort Galle

| amini

Address: 10 Church St, Galle 80000, Sri
Lanka

Price: From £665 per night
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Ahu Bay, Ahungalla ' %
« Address: 100/12 Samudhraramaya Rd, A

. 15 - :
« Price: From £222 per night / /' / N

Amanwella Kurulu Bay

» Address: Amanwella, Bodhi Mawatha, » Address: Gurunkanda, Kathaluwa, Ahan-
Godellawela 82200 gama, Sri Lanka
«  Price: From around £782 per room per night » Price: From £136 per night

* anytime price will be change
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ELVINGTON

RESIDENCES

Private Apartments / Rooms / VIP Rooms / Party Rooms / Roof top Dining Area
Swimming Pool / VIP Cinema Room / Tasty Foods (Dining & Takeaway)

Qo7 270471 @ "
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Who we are?

We are Paddle Sri Lanka who facilities out-bound training programs/team building activities
for group of people. We mainly do water based activities such as White Water Rafting,
Canyoning, and Abseiling, in Kithulgala, Kelani River. We specialize in helping teams get away
from the mundane and the ordinary, creating an unforgettable experience. Paddle Sri Lanka
believes that people learn best from experience, that's why we offer an outdoor-based series of
activities that are challenging, memorable and fun.

Why Us: What we do :

*Pfrofessional Adventure Service *White Water Rafting (5 km & 10 km)
*Internationally Certified Instructors *Advance Canyoning & Normal Canyoning
*Well Trained Local Guides with First-aid *Zip Line , Bird Watching , Kayaking
*Provide Insurance Waterfall Abseiling , Biking , Hiking

-,
¢ By
Paddle Lanka Adventure(PVT)Ltd +94 76 90 11 228 paddlesrilankaadventures@gmail.com

Hatton Road, Kitulgala +94 707 836 446 akila.9181@gmail.com

Finduson a @B n @8 ¢
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